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storehouse to be opened later. They range from
bright little vignettes such as those of Sir Charles
Stanford, Queen Victoria, Mr. Chamberlain, and
Professor Ker, to a splendid seventeenth century
" character " of Oscar Browning, most bewildering
and attractive of monsters, and pictures of Henry
James, which give us every roll of his eye, every
pant of his breath, every accent of his talk. " I
have a close observation and a photographic
eye/' he once observes, characteristically pro-
ceeding to decry these gifts. They are, however,
the chief desiderata in a diarist, and the lapse of
time will steadily increase the value which people
will attach to these variegated pages.

It is impossible to conclude without mentioning
the extraordinary quality of Mr. Lubbock's intro-
duction, which not merely recovers the physical
presence and voice of Benson, but outlines his
character with unusual courage and a still more
unusual power of denoting fine shades of tempera-
ment and motive which might have seemed
impossible to convey.
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